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" Know thyself " and " Do nothing in
excess " are among those credited to
these wise men of Greece. Thales is
regarded as the pioneer in the sciences
of geometry and astronomy, and he
was probably the first man to try to
find out what we should now call a
scientific reason for many things in the
Universe instead of believing the
ancient myths about the sun, moon
and stars. He is generally believed to
have been the first man to foretell an
eclipse of the sun in 585 B.C.

It is rather curious that right through
the ages the ordinary man has always
been amused by stories of wise men
making foolish -mistakes or suffering
some mishap which a less clever person
would have managed to avoid. Right
down through the centuries has come
the story of Thales, the wise man, who,
when out walking with his old maid-
servant, tripped and fell into the ditch.
Whereon the servant, instead of sym-
pathising with him, merely cried :
" How can you, 0 Thales, expect to
..view the stars in heaven when you
cannot see what is under your feet ? "

A Brotherhood of Scholars

Another famous wise man of Greece
was Pythagoras who was born about
580 B.C. He was both a scholar and
an athlete, and in the school which he
founded discipline was strict. It is
known that he was a wonderfully
strong swimmer and gained prizes for
running, jumping and wrestling, and it
is probably due to Pythagoras that
boxing became a sport.

It was, however, in the world of
science to which Thales had first
directed men's thoughts that Pytha-
goras really made his name. He is
regarded as the real founder of geo-
metry, and he believed in orderliness
in everything: there must be the right
proportions in architecture and har-
mony in music. He is believed to
have been the first man to^discover the
musical octave and to' start men
tMnking in the right terms of music.

The multiplication table as we know it
to-day is also due to him.
In his school he taught mathematics,
gymnastics and music, and the pupils
banded themselves together in what
was known as the " Brotherhood of
Pythagoras," and long after his death
the principles he had set forth were
taught by his pupils.
Euclid's Propositions
A third great thinker, or " philo-
sopher " as they were generally called,
is one whose name is familiar to all of
us. Euclid, who was born about
300 B.C., carried on the work of the
mathematicians who had gone before
him and wrote the famous " Elements
of Euclid " on which all our modern
geometry and methods of mathematical
reasoning are based. Euclid thought
in terms of lines, squares, triangles and
circles, and put forward his famous
" propositions " to prove the truth of
what he taught.
At Alexandria he founded a famous
school which was at that time the
greatest seat of learning in the world.
Like him, as of other early philo--
sophers, little human stories are told
which make these men more real to
us. One of Euclid's students, having
mastered the early stages of geometry,
asked his teacher how much better of
he was for knowing all that he had
learned.
Euclid made no answer to the pupil
but turned to his servant: " Give this
gentleman a piece of silver since he
cannot learn without making money."
Experiments of Archimedes
Archimedes, who lived between the
years 287 and 212 B.C., went further
than the philosophers and mathe-
maticians who had taught before him.
To a large extent they had been content
with expounding theories, but Archi-
medes carried out experiments for
himself. He had, too, ^ that first
qualification for the scientist, the en-
quiring mind that_sought for an